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https://hlpf.un.org/2023/preparation


7 February 2023, 10:00 AM | Trusteeship Council Chamber, United Nations Headquarter

● Open to Members States, Observers of the General Assembly & ECOSOC-accredited NGOs 

● Focus on science-based evidence in support of sustainable solutions on the Economics of Water; 
Climate, Conflict and Cooperation; and Early Warning for Pandemic Preparedness. 

● The briefings will be held in three separate sessions on the same day. Each session will be 
followed by an interactive discussion. The briefing will also include an update on the Global 
Sustainable Development Report 2023 by members of the Independent Group of Scientists.

Event Outline
10:00 - 10:05: Opening by H.E. Mr. Csaba Kőrösi, President of the General Assembly
10:05 - 11:30: Panel 1 - Economics of Water
11:30 - 13:00: Panel 2 - Climate, Conflict and Cooperation
15:00 - 16:30: Panel 3 - Early Warning for Pandemic Preparedness
16:30 - 18:00: Briefing on the Global Sustainable Development Report

Information Note

Briefing of the General Assembly on Science-based 
Evidence in support of Sustainable Solutions

https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/01/Information-Note-Science-based-Evidence-in-support-of-Sustainable-Solutions.pdf


Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 
6 - 17 March 2023

The CSW is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the 
promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women. A functional commission of 
the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), it was established by ECOSOC resolution 11(II) 
of 21 June 1946.

The CSW is instrumental in promoting women’s rights, documenting the reality of women’s 
lives throughout the world, and shaping global standards on gender equality and the 
empowerment of women.

Priority theme: Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age for 
achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls

Review theme: Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the 
empowerment of rural women and girls (agreed conclusions of the sixty-second session)

CSW

https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/11(II)
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/CSW/62/CSW-Conclusions-62-EN.PDF
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw67-2023


22-24 March 2023 | United Nations Headquarter

● Formally known as the 2023 Conference for the Midterm Comprehensive Review of 
Implementation of the UN Decade for Action on Water and Sanitation (2018-2028)

● Co-hosted by Tajikistan and the Netherlands

● The conference will include an opening and closing session, six plenary sessions, and five 
interactive dialogues, as well as side events organized by participants. 

● It will result in a summary of proceedings from the UNGA President that will feed into the 2023 
session of the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF).

● Registration for this category will be open from 9 January to 10 February, each accredited 
organization will be able to request registration up to 10 representatives.

● Programme | Water Action Agenda | Participation

UN Water Conference

https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/programme
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/participate


Checking the progress on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development 
Goals is an important agenda item for the UN, which is done through annual High-Level Political 
Forums (HLPF) in the summer. 

The Regional Forums on Sustainable Development assess regional progress and foster exchanges of 
knowledge, good practices and policy solutions between the civil society, experts, and government 
officials. These forums help prepare for the HLPF and are crucial to ensuring the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda and that they are in line with regional priorities and specificities.

The High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), headed by the President of the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC), is an important stocktaking opportunity, with some Member States presenting their progress 
in the form of Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs). The VNR presentations and discussions on focus 
issues provide a snapshot of the global progress on SDGs.

The “SDG Summit” is a quadrennial HLPF headed by the President of the General Assembly. 2023 is 
also the midpoint of the 2030 Agenda and this summit will comprehensively review the SDGs, respond 
to the interlocking crises, and provide guidance on how to transformatively accelerate the 
implementation of SDGs. 

Context for the listed UN events 



Regional Forum Dates 2023 (from WMG - check for updates)

United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 
(UN ECA)

● Date: 27 February to 2 
March, 2023 

● Location: Niamey, Niger 
and online

● Format: Hybrid, allowing 
for both in-person and 
online participation

● Registration
● Website

Civil Society Engagement:
● Join the Regional Civil 

Society Group – 
Information Forthcoming

● Africa Regional 
Mechanism for Major 
Groups and Other 
Stakeholders

● Civil Society Forum – 
Information Forthcoming

Economic Commission for 
Latin America & the 
Caribbean (UN ECLAC)

● Date: 24 – 28 April, 2023
● Location: Santiago, Chile
● Format: Hybrid
● Registration: No details 

available yet
● Website

Civil Society Engagement:
● Join Regional Civil Society 

Group – Mechanism of CS 
participation: 
linking.group.cso.lac@gm
ail.com 

● RCEM website  
● Civil Society Forum –  

Information Forthcoming

United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 
(UN ECE)

● Date: 24 – 28 April, 2023
● Location: Santiago, Chile
● Format: Hybrid
● Registration
● Website

Civil Society Engagement:
● Join Regional Civil Society 

Group – Mechanism of CS 
participation

● ECE-RCEM website
● Civil Society Forum 28 

March, 2023 –  
Information Forthcoming

United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission 
for Asia & the Pacific 
(UN ESCAP)

● Date: 27 – 30 March, 2023
● Location: Bangkok, 

Thailand
● Format: Hybrid
● Registration
● Website

Civil Society Engagement:
● Join regional civil society 

group: register to 
AP-RCEM’s listserv

● AP-RCEM website
● Civil Society forum –  

Information Forthcoming
● Youth Forum (18 – 20 

March, 2023): Register 
here (deadline 31 Dec)

United Nations Economic 
& Social Commission for 
Western Asia (UN ESCWA)

● Date: 14 – 16 March, 2023
● Location: Beirut, Lebanon
● Format: Hybrid 
● Registration
● Website

Civil Society Engagement:
● There is no RCEM for this 

region yet. The 
independent civil society 
forum for the region will be 
organized by Academic 
Network for Development 
Dialogue (ANDD).

https://womensmajorgroup.org/regional-forum-dates-2022-23/
https://indico.un.org/event/1003633/registrations/
https://www.uneca.org/arfsd2023
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=2950&menu=3170
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=2950&menu=3170
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=2950&menu=3170
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=2950&menu=3170
https://www.cepal.org/en
mailto:linking.group.cso.lac@gmail.com
mailto:linking.group.cso.lac@gmail.com
https://foroalc2030.cepal.org/2021/es/actores/sociedad-civil
https://indico.un.org/event/1002106/registrations/9590/
https://www.cepal.org/en
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelpAGkoFbR0j5zrXGLUefEgJ6ew_Av6Dqi5J7ot6WinZRj4g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelpAGkoFbR0j5zrXGLUefEgJ6ew_Av6Dqi5J7ot6WinZRj4g/viewform
https://ece-rcem.eu/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccI3pTgrGl8dMl8c_U9cIV8BUMk1ZTlRWODY4WDJFOVRNNFFRVzg1VzRZMC4u
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/apfsd10-call-stakeholder-participation
http://asiapacificrcem.org/join-as-constituents/
http://asiapacificrcem.org/join-as-constituents/
http://asiapacificrcem.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHhvfezTiQyoAsgxUUrM_UNkb32DwOYeWrCqApyKsJ5A7BeA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHhvfezTiQyoAsgxUUrM_UNkb32DwOYeWrCqApyKsJ5A7BeA/viewform
https://indico.un.org/event/1003520/page/1004-registration
https://www.unescwa.org/news?type=145
http://www.qu.edu.qa/research/research-activities/ANDD


Regional Forums on Sustainable 
Development - WMG public webinar 
(English)
 
In this webinar, on November 23, 
2022, at 8:30 EST, we were joined by 
influential speakers from the United 
Nations, UN Regional Commissions 
and civil society to raise awareness 
of the importance of feminist 
advocacy in the regional sustainable 
development processes of the United 
Nations and included concrete 
suggestions and recommendations 
for advocacy in these spaces to 
advance gender equality and 
women's human rights. 

Moderator: 
Mabel Bianco, organizing partner of WMG in 
LAC, co-chair of MGoS CM, president of FEIM

Speakers:
Rosa Malango (Director of the New York 
office of the UN Regional Commissions), 
Monika Linn (Senior Advisor, Office of the 
Executive Secretary of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe-UNECE),
Juliet Nicole Braslow (Economic Affairs 
Officer, UN ESCAP), Ziad Abdel Samad, 
(Executive Director Arab NGO Network for 
Development), Esther Kimani (Director, 
Zamara Foundation)

Resources

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1r9PIQOKPZ_1IuLARVZ-xFcis1SrNe9Nd
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rkc0LNTLzQ


High-level Political Forum (HLPF)
10-19 July 2023: Under the auspices of ECOSOC

● Monday, 17 July - Wednesday, 19 July 2023
Three-day ministerial segment as part of the High-level Segment of the Council 

● Thursday, 20 July 2023
The last day of the High-level Segment of ECOSOC

Theme: “Accelerating the recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at all levels”

Focus Goals: 
❏ 6 on clean water and sanitation
❏ 7 on affordable and clean energy
❏ 9 on industry, innovation and infrastructure
❏ 11 on sustainable cities and communities
❏ 17 on partnerships for the Goals

HLPF

https://hlpf.un.org/


Special Rapporteur David Boyd at UNGA Third Committee  
on  Human Rights in relation to the Environment

"The biggest problem is not the SDGs themselves, but the way they are 
perceived and portrayed by states as merely aspirational. In fact, the goals 
are built on a robust foundation of legally-binding and enforceable human 
rights law and international environmental law. The goals cannot 
contradict or undermine the obligations corresponding to the right to a 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment & other human rights closely 
linked to the 2030 Agenda. There are human rights obligations underlying 
every single SDG and 93% of the targets.

...A major obstacle to progress related to the misconception that the SDGs 
are aspirational is inadequate funding. According to the OECD, achieving 
the goals by 2030 will require an additional investment of $4.2tr per year, 
over $33tr in the next eight years. 

Structural problems in the global economy are a major impediment to the 
achievement of the SDGs & the realization of human rights. These 
problems include astronomical debt levels and debt servicing costs, plus 
difficulty accessing adequate finance for low-income countries."

   HLPF

Full tweet on SR Boyd’s statement

https://twitter.com/gpolicywatch/status/1583971071505534976


VNRs for Gender Equality and 
Women's Human Rights - Public 
Webinar (English)

Voluntary National Reviews 
(VNRs), as the primary 
monitoring and review tool of 
the implementation of Agenda 
2030 at the national level, and 
is one of the primary work areas 
of the Women’s Major Group and 
its members. To kick-off the 
preparations for 2023 VNRs and 
to increase awareness and 
capacity of feminist & women's 
rights organizations from 2023 
VNR countries, WMG has 
organized its annual public 
webinar on 20 October 2022. 

Moderator: 
Toyin Chuckwudozie (WMG Anglophone 
OP, Education as a Vaccine)

Speakers: 
Rose Pelagie Masso (REFACOF), Cham 
Perez (Center for Women's Resources), 
Maria Soledad Pazo, (OHCHR, UPR 
Unit), Oli Henman, (MGoS CM VNR Task 
Force co-lead, Action4SD), Friedrich 
Soltau, (Intergovernmental Policy and 
Review Branch, UN DESA)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYS4zwFzi2I


Countries carrying out Voluntary National Review (VNRs)

2023 - 42 countries total 

First time presenting: European Union, St Kitts & Nevis

Second: Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina 
Faso, Cambodia, Canada, Central African Republic, Comoros, Croatia, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Fiji, France, Guyana, Iceland, Ireland, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Maldives, Mongolia, Oman, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Syrian Arab Republic,  Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Zambia

Third time: Chile

   HLPF

All VNRs

https://hlpf.un.org/countries/european-union
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/fiji
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/saint-kitts-and-nevis
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/bahrain
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/barbados
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/belgium
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/brunei-darussalam
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/burkina-faso
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/burkina-faso
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/cambodia
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/canada
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/central-african-republic
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/comoros
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/chile
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/croatia
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/european-union
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/fiji
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/france
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/guyana
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/iceland
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/ireland
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/kuwait
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/liechtenstein
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/lithuania
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/maldives
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/maldives
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/mongolia
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/oman
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/poland
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/portugal
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/romania
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/rwanda
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/saudi-arabia
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/singapore
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/slovakia
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/slovakia
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/saint-kitts-and-nevis
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/syrian-arab-republic
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/tajikistan
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/portugal
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/tajikistan
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/timor-leste
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/turkmenistan
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/united-republic-of-tanzania
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/uzbekistan
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/turkmenistan
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/united-republic-of-tanzania
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/uzbekistan
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/venezuela
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/vietnam
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/zambia
https://hlpf.un.org/countries/chile
https://hlpf.un.org/2023/vnrs


Expected Outcomes
Political Declaration

The General Assembly in its resolution 70/299 decided that the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development (HLPF) shall have only one negotiated Political Declaration, covering the different and 
complementary functions of both sessions of the forum under the auspices of the General Assembly - the 
Summit, and the forum under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) when the forum is 
convened twice in the same year.

Other outcomes

The President of ECOSOC will also prepare a summary to capture the key messages of the discussions from the 
HLPF under the auspices of the Council. The summary will be issued after the meeting.

The HLPF is also an opportunity to share information about new and ambitious SDG actions and initiatives by 
participating States, including the VNR countries, the UN system and other stakeholders. New Acceleration 
Actions could be submitted on DESA's online SDG Acceleration Actions platform which collects and shares 
information about such new initiatives.

   HLPF

Source

http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/299
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/acceleration-actions
https://hlpf.un.org/2023/outcome


SDG Summit 
HLPF under the auspices of the General Assembly (UNGA) 
● At Summit level: Head of State/Government (HoSG)
● “SDG Summit” - 19 & 20 September 2023
● 18 September: Prep for Summit of the Future  
● 21 September: High-level dialogue on Finance for Development (FfD)
● Mid-point of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development implementation

Inputs:
● SDG Progress Report & Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR)

Outputs:
● Negotiated political declaration: concise, action-oriented, forward-looking
● Special edition of Secretary-General’s annual progress report

SDG Summit

https://hlpf.un.org/sdg-summit
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023
https://hlpf.un.org/sdg-summit


Climate Ambition Summit 2023
● 21 September 2023 [tentative]

● Convened alongside a General Assembly opening-week summit, designed to accelerate 
action at the halfway point towards the ambitious Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

● “A no-nonsense summit. No exceptions. No compromises. There will be no room for 
back-sliders, greenwashers, blame-shifters or repackaging of announcements of previous 
years”

● Governments, business, cities and regions, civil society, and finance invited, noting they 
must pay a non-negotiable price of entry in the form of “credible, serious and new climate 
action and nature-based solutions that will move the needle forward and respond to the 
urgency of the climate crisis”

Source: Guterres announces ‘no nonsense’ climate action summit; calls for practical solutions
          Secretary-General's remarks at End-of-Year Press Conference

https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/12/1131842
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2022-12-19/secretary-generals-remarks-end-of-year-press-conference-including-qa-delivered?_gl=1%2A1sev5tz%2A_ga%2AMzY5NzczNjgyLjE2NTM1NTY4MjE.%2A_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z%2AMTY3MTQ3OTAzMy4xMDcuMS4xNjcxNDc5NTMxLjAuMC4w


Town Hall Meeting with the President of the 77th session of the General Assembly Csaba Kőrösi with Civil Society 
Opening remarks (2 Dec 2022) 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Qzq4nljNktViAvJw-R1Eylm8Q2oaha_f/preview
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1r/k1r9gm5o08


Town Hall Meeting with the President of the 77th session of the General Assembly Csaba Kőrösi with Civil Society 
Response to CSO comments - (2 Dec 2022) 

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1r/k1r9gm5o08
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1S-ttNJAe2M22sTriH8LsLcsooJf3W-H8/preview


Our world is in deep trouble – and so too are the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Time is running out.
But there is still hope.
Because we know what we need to do:

End the senseless, disastrous wars – now.
Unleash a renewable energy revolution – now.
Invest in people and build a new social contract – now.

And deliver a New Global Deal to rebalance power and 
financial resources and enable all developing countries 
to invest in the SDGs.

Let’s come together, starting today, with ambition, 
resolve and solidarity, to rescue the SDGs before it is 
too late.

António Guterres, 
UN Secretary-General

At the opening of UNGA 77 
General Debate

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2022-07-13/secretary-generals-remarks-the-opening-of-the-2022-high-level-segment-of-ecosoc-ministerial-segment-of-high-level-political-forum
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2022-07-13/secretary-generals-remarks-the-opening-of-the-2022-high-level-segment-of-ecosoc-ministerial-segment-of-high-level-political-forum

