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Pact for the Future 2024 - Action 53

Action 53. We will develop a framework on measures of progress on
sustainable development to complement and go beyond gross domestic
product.

81. We recognize that sustainable development must be pursued in a
balanced and integrated manner. We reaffirm the need to urgently develop
measures of progress on sustainable development that complement or go
beyond gross domestic product. These measures should reflect progress
on the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development, including in the consideration of informing access to
development finance and technical cooperation.


https://www.un.org/pact-for-the-future/en/pact-future-0

UN Progress on the Pact
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2025 Pact for the Future - Action 53(a)

“Request the Secretary-General to establish an
independent high-level expert group to develop
recommendations for a limited number of country-owned
and universally applicable indicators of sustainable
development that complement and go beyond gross
domestic product, in close consultation with Member
States and relevant stakeholders, taking into account the
work of the Statistical Commission, building on the global
indicator framework for the Sustainable Development
Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and to present the outcome of its work
during the eightieth session of the General Assembly.”

UN entity lead: Department of Economic and Social
Affairs

UN entity co-leads: Executive Office of the
Secretary-General, United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development and United Nations Development
Programme

Milestone 1| Deadline 7 May 2025

A High-Level Expert Group on Beyond Gross Domestic Product is appointed by
the Secretary-General, and a dedicated website is launched to support the
Group’s work.

Milestone 2 | Deadline 21 May 2025 Completed
Inaugural meeting of the High-Level Expert Group on Beyond Gross Domestic
Product is held, and Member States are briefed.

Milestone 3 | Deadline 30 November 2025 Completed
Draft recommendations by the High-Level Expert Group on Beyond Gross
Domestic Product are shared for consultation and feedback.

Milestone 4 | Deadline 31 August 2026
Final report by the High-Level Expert Group on Beyond Gross Domestic Product
is presented to Member States during the 80th session of the General Assembly.

Why is this action important?

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was never designed to measure human well-being or
planetary health, yet it still dominates policy decisions. This action moves us toward

fairer, smarter indicators of progress that reflect what truly matters to people and the
planet. It supports countries in developing metrics that go beyond growth, capturing
sustainability, equity and long-term resilience.


https://www.un.org/en/beyondGDP/
https://www.un.org/en/beyondGDP/consultations
https://www.un.org/pact-for-the-future/en/action-53a
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UN High-Level Expert Group (HLEG) | UN Resources on Beyond GDP

e Our Common Agenda Policy Brief 4.
Valuing What Counts: Framework to
Progress Beyond Gross Domestic
Product (2023)

e Mandate: to recommend a new framework of
indicators that can complement (and ultimately
challenge) Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as
the world's primary yardstick of progress.

e Valuing What Counts: United Nations
System-wide Contribution on Progress
Beyond Gross Domestic Product :
(GDP) (2022)

e Interim report of the High-Level Expert Group
on Beyond GDP released in November 2025

e Full HLEG report is expected in next months

and could be presented at the 81th session of Other Resource
the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in
September 2026. e Report by the Commission on the

Measurement of Economic
Performance and Social Progress



https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/interim_report_high-level_expert_group_on_beyond_gdp_251105.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/interim_report_high-level_expert_group_on_beyond_gdp_251105.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/beyondGDP
https://www.un.org/pact-for-the-future/en/pact-future-0
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-beyond-gross-domestic-product-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-beyond-gross-domestic-product-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-beyond-gross-domestic-product-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-beyond-gross-domestic-product-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/valuing_what_counts_-_un_system-wide_contribution_on_beyond_gdp_advance_unedited.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/valuing_what_counts_-_un_system-wide_contribution_on_beyond_gdp_advance_unedited.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/valuing_what_counts_-_un_system-wide_contribution_on_beyond_gdp_advance_unedited.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/valuing_what_counts_-_un_system-wide_contribution_on_beyond_gdp_advance_unedited.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/8131721/8131772/Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi-Commission-report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/8131721/8131772/Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi-Commission-report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/8131721/8131772/Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi-Commission-report.pdf

2025 Seville — "Beyond GDP Global Alliance”

e Established at a Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development (FFD4) side
event, “New approaches for renewed international cooperation: ‘Insights for the Beyond GDP
Global Alliance™ — not much more has yet happened

e Lead partners: Government of Spain, OECD, UNCTAD, SEGIB
Associated partners: UNDESA, UNDP, UN ECLAC, UN ESCWA, AUDA-NEPAD, CAF, OPHI,
PAHO, Beyond Lab, FERDI, Ford Foundation

e Member States: Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Austria, Belarus, Cabo Verde, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Guatemala, Honduras,
ltaly, Jamaica, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Panama, Peru, Philippines,
Portugal, Senegal, Spain, Timor-Leste, and Uruguay.


https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2025/07/new-approaches-for-renewed-international-cooperation-insights-for-the-beyond-gdp-global-alliance.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2025/07/new-approaches-for-renewed-international-cooperation-insights-for-the-beyond-gdp-global-alliance.html
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e How to repair the broken social contract and escalating global inequalities: Takeaways from the
Second UN World Summit for Social Development (WSSD2) (2025)

e Global Policy UN Watch, No.7 (2024) | Divergent views on the Ministerial Declaration for the
High-Level Political Forum for Sustainable Development

e “Beyond GDP — How to Count for People and Planet”, part of the EUTURE OF GLOBAL
GOVERNANCE: PERSPECTIVES FROM GLOBAL SOUTH report (2024)

e Round Up #7. Reform of the International Financial Architecture (2023)

e HLPF 2023 side event, “Launch of the 2023 Global Multidimensional Poverty Index” - Barbara
Adams as a panelist

e UN Second Committee side event, “New Perspectives on Development in the 21st Century”
(2023) - Barbara Adams as a panelist

e 62nd Commission on Social Development (CSocD62) Civil Society Forum (2024) - Barbara
Adams as a panelist



https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2025/11/20/wssd2-takeaways/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2025/11/20/wssd2-takeaways/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2024/07/25/global-policy-un-watch-2024-no-7/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/futureofglobalgovernance/index/e-beyond-gdp/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/futureofglobalgovernance/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/futureofglobalgovernance/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2023/09/07/reform-of-the-international-financial-architecture/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2023/07/11/hlpf2023-global-mpi-launch/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2023/10/12/unga78-c2-new-perspectives-on-dev/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2024/02/09/csocd62-civil-society-forum-ba/
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UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human
nghtS calls for an urgent rethink on GDP 26 une 2024 1 Fun report: A/78/175

Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, issued a scathing report on the obsession of
governments and international organizations with ‘growthism’ — the use of GDP as a measure of progress to reduce poverty.

Speaking to the UN Human Rights Council, he said: “The current growth model is the source of a deeply unequal exchange, in
which growth in the global North relies on exploiting resources in the global South, and in which wealth creation in the global
South largely depends on producing for the high-value markets of rich countries, in large part to pay back a foreign debt labelled in
hard currencies. Thus, while the North imposes social and ecological costs on the South, countries in the global South depend on
transfers and on imports from the North. No ‘beyond growth’ strategy can ignore such dependencies inherited from colonial
patterns of domination.”

“The fight against income and wealth inequalities — ‘vertical inequalities, as opposed to the ‘horizontal inequalities’ between
groups that human rights law has traditionally been more concerned with — should be at the heart of the search for post-growth
approaches to poverty eradication.”

He focused on moving from “the profit-driven economy to the human rights economy”, and confronting the challenge of global
interdependencies. “GDP and our addiction to consumerism have become dangerous distractions from what is actually important:
people’s ability to lead a decent life on a liveable planet. That means guaranteeing a set of fundamental rights to all, including
access to social services and the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment.”


https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a78175-report-special-rapporteur-extreme-poverty-and-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty/olivier-de-schutter
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a78175-report-special-rapporteur-extreme-poverty-and-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/end-dangerous-fixation-gdp-way-eradicate-global-poverty-un-expert
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2024/07/25/global-policy-un-watch-2024-no-7/
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Beyond GDP: How to count
for people and planet

‘As the saying goes, GDP ‘measures everything except that which makes life worthwhile’. We should find a
methodology for measuring sustainability transformation that integrates human and social well-being, natural
capital and economic development.”- 77th President of the UN General Assembly Csaba Koérosi, 27 February
2023

Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the sum of all goods and services produced in a country at a given time, is by far
the most powerful economic indicator and is widely used to assess economic performance of governments and
their policies. It emerged as a way to manage the global economy following World War Il. But by itself, it cannot
measure progress towards socially and economically inclusive, just, and sustainable development.

In 1992 the UN Conference on Environment and Development agreed:

“GNP and measurements of individual resource or pollution flows do not provide adequate indications of
sustainability... [I]ndicators of sustainable development need to be developed”.


https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/futureofglobalgovernance/index/e-beyond-gdp/
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/futureofglobalgovernance/index/e-beyond-gdp/
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New Perspectives on Development in the 21st Century”



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXRsbT2zmu0
https://www.globalpolicyforum.net/blog/2023/10/12/unga78-c2-new-perspectives-on-dev/
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Visit GlobalPolicyForum.net for more from GPF



http://globalpolicyforum.net

