
Jamaica – Comparative VNR Analysis (2018–2026)
1. Reporting Trajectory (2018–2026)

Jamaica's three Voluntary National Reviews (2018, 2022 and 2026) demonstrate a gradual evolution from establishing the institutional foundations for SDG implementation to strengthening implementation systems and accelerating delivery 
during the final years of the 2030 Agenda. While each VNR reflects the country's changing national context—including the impacts of COVID-19 and the specific vulnerabilities of Small Island Developing States (SIDS)—the reports maintain a 
high degree of institutional continuity, with successive reviews building on earlier governance arrangements and implementation priorities rather than redefining them.
Across the reporting cycle, several elements remain consistent, including the integration of the SDGs into Vision 2030 Jamaica, strong institutional coordination led by the Planning Institute of Jamaica, broad stakeholder participation, and a 
commitment to evidence-based monitoring. At the same time, the reports become progressively more implementation-oriented, placing greater emphasis on results-based management, financing mechanisms, localization, resilience, and data 
governance. By 2026, the VNR reflects a shift from establishing and strengthening implementation systems toward optimizing delivery, assessing implementation quality, and identifying priorities for accelerating progress in the years 
remaining to 2030.

2. Recurring criteria across all VNRs

The table below compares the main recurring themes identified across Jamaica's three Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs), highlighting how each criterion evolves over successive reporting cycles. The analysis focuses on the evolution of 
Jamaica's reporting and implementation approach rather than on the country's SDG performance, tracing how governance arrangements, implementation mechanisms and reporting priorities develop over time. The criteria were identified 
inductively through a comparative review of the three VNRs and represent the themes that appear consistently throughout the reporting cycle.

VNR # 1st 2nd 3rd
Evolution across VNRs 

Recurring Criteria 2018 2022 2026

1. Institutional governance 
and coordination

Establishes the national institutional framework 
for SDG implementation through the Planning 
Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), supported by the 
National 2030 Agenda Oversight Committee, 
the SDGs Core Group and inter-ministerial 
coordination mechanisms linking planning, 
foreign affairs and statistics. Builds on existing 
national institutions rather than creating new 
governance structures.

Strengthens the existing governance framework by 
formally confirming PIOJ as the national SDG 
coordinating entity, reinforcing the National 2030 
Agenda Oversight Committee and SDGs Core 
Group, strengthening agency participation and 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation 
arrangements while expanding institutional 
coordination in response to recommendations from 
the 2018 SDG readiness audit.

Reinforces the established SDG governance 
architecture rather than introducing new 
institutions. Highlights the maturation of the 
National SDG Core Group, National 2030 
Agenda Oversight Committee and Thematic 
Working Groups, with stronger coordination, 
results-based accountability, and integration of 
monitoring, budgeting and implementation 
across government.

The institutional framework evolved from establishing a 
national SDG coordination structure (2018), to 
consolidating governance through formal oversight 
bodies and strengthened inter-agency coordination 
(2022), and finally to optimizing implementation 
through mature coordination mechanisms, results-
based accountability, and greater integration of 
planning, budgeting, monitoring and implementation 
(2026).

2. Integration of the SDGs 
into national planning and 
public policy

Aligns the SDGs with Vision 2030 Jamaica and 
the Medium Term Socio-Economic Policy 
Framework, integrating most nationally 
relevant SDG targets into existing 
development planning rather than creating a 
separate implementation strategy.

Reinforces the integration of the SDGs into Vision 
2030 Jamaica through the new Medium-Term 
Socio-Economic Policy Framework (2021–2024), 
positioning the SDGs as the foundation for post-
COVID recovery, resilience and medium-term 
planning.

Deepens policy coherence by maintaining Vision 
2030 Jamaica as the primary implementation 
framework while aligning the SDGs with the 
Medium-Term Framework (2024–2027), the 
Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS), 
and resilience-focused national strategies.

The SDGs progressed from being incorporated into 
existing national development planning (2018), to 
becoming the central framework guiding post-COVID 
recovery and medium-term planning (2022), and 
ultimately to supporting an integrated resilience 
agenda aligned with Vision 2030 Jamaica, the Medium-
Term Framework and the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda 
for SIDS (ABAS) (2026).

3. Monitoring, statistics and 
evidence-based reporting

Establishes the first national SDG statistical 
baseline through STATIN and the National 
Statistical System, identifying available 
indicators, data gaps and priority areas for 
strengthening monitoring and evidence-based 
reporting.

Strengthens monitoring through improvements to 
the National Statistical System, enhanced 
monitoring and evaluation arrangements, and 
expanded use of evidence to assess 
implementation gaps, supported by thematic 
analyses on COVID-19 impacts, localization and 
corporate social responsibility.

Places stronger emphasis on data governance 
and evidence-based implementation through 
expanded statistical capacity, strengthened 
monitoring and evaluation systems, the Data and 
Monitoring Subcommittee, improved SDG 
indicator availability, online monitoring 
dashboards, parish-level data, and the 
accompanying Statistical Annex to support 
transparent reporting.

Reporting evolved from establishing the national 
statistical baseline and identifying indicator gaps 
(2018), to expanding monitoring and evaluation 
systems with stronger analytical capacity (2022), and 
finally to emphasizing data governance, digital 
monitoring tools, localized data and evidence-based 
implementation supported by comprehensive statistical 
reporting (2026).

4. Financing sustainable 
development

Links SDG implementation primarily to national 
budgeting under Vision 2030 Jamaica while 
presenting a dedicated assessment of 
international development partner financing 
aligned with the SDGs as an initial financing 
mapping exercise.

Advances a more structured financing approach by 
linking SDG implementation with results-based 
budgeting, strengthened financing frameworks, 
domestic resource allocation and recovery 
investments, while recognizing the contribution of 
development partners and emphasizing innovative 
financing and domestic resource mobilization 
through corporate social responsibility.

Presents the most comprehensive financing 
framework across Jamaica's VNRs, emphasizing 
results-based budgeting, diversified financing 
mechanisms, concessional finance advocacy, 
public-private partnerships, diaspora financing, 
disaster-risk financing, catastrophe bonds, and 
climate finance, while highlighting constraints 
facing SIDS.

Financing evolved from mapping SDG-related budget 
allocations and development partner support (2018), to 
adopting more structured and results-based financing 
mechanisms with greater domestic resource 
mobilization (2022), and ultimately to presenting a 
diversified financing strategy incorporating 
concessional finance, climate finance, disaster-risk 
financing, private sector participation and innovative 
financing instruments tailored to SIDS challenges 
(2026).

5. Stakeholder participation 
and partnerships

Develops the VNR through extensive 
consultations involving government 
institutions, civil society, academia, the private 
sector, youth, local authorities and 
international development partners, 
emphasizing a whole-of-society and 
participatory approach from the outset.

Broadens stakeholder engagement through an 
extensive multi-stakeholder review process 
involving government, academia, civil society, local 
actors, international partners and the private 
sector, with greater emphasis on localization, 
corporate social responsibility, and whole-of-
society participation.

Further institutionalizes the whole-of-society 
approach by expanding SDG localization, 
strengthening community engagement, youth 
participation, local authorities, civil society and 
multi-stakeholder mechanisms, while also 
incorporating dedicated analysis of private 
sector contributions through a complementary 
Special Report.

Stakeholder engagement expanded from broad 
consultation during VNR preparation (2018), to deeper 
participation of local actors, the private sector and 
localization initiatives (2022), and finally to a more 
institutionalized whole-of-society approach 
emphasizing community engagement, youth 
participation, SDG localization and systematic 
recognition of private sector contributions (2026).

6. Leaving No One Behind 
(LNOB)

Presents LNOB as a guiding principle 
embedded in Vision 2030 Jamaica, 
emphasizing vulnerable populations, gender 
equality, persons with disabilities, youth and 
geographically disadvantaged communities 
while recognizing data limitations and the 
need for stronger disaggregated statistics.

Places stronger emphasis on vulnerable 
populations disproportionately affected by COVID-
19, highlighting poverty, inequality, disability, 
gender, youth and social protection while 
promoting more targeted and inclusive recovery 
policies.

Continues to frame implementation around 
inclusion and resilience, emphasizing vulnerable 
populations while expanding the focus to 
territorial inequalities, community-level 
implementation, youth engagement, SIDS 
vulnerabilities and resilience to climate and 
economic shocks.

The LNOB approach evolved from identifying 
vulnerable populations and acknowledging data 
limitations (2018), to prioritizing groups 
disproportionately affected by COVID-19 through 
targeted recovery policies (2022), and finally to 
embedding inclusion within broader resilience and 
localization strategies, with greater attention to 
territorial disparities, youth engagement, SIDS 
vulnerabilities and climate resilience (2026).

7. Challenges, gaps and 
future priorities

Identifies institutional coordination, financing 
constraints, statistical limitations, capacity gaps 
and vulnerability to external shocks as key 
implementation challenges, while prioritizing 
stronger monitoring systems, policy coherence 
and resource mobilization for future 
implementation.

Identifies pandemic-related setbacks alongside 
persistent structural vulnerabilities, emphasizing 
resilience, institutional strengthening, financing, 
data systems, localization and accelerated 
implementation during the Decade of Action.

Shifts from identifying implementation gaps 
toward accelerating delivery during the final 
years of the 2030 Agenda. Priorities include 
strengthening institutional capacity, improving 
SDG data availability, financing implementation, 
resilience-building, policy coherence, 
localization, digital monitoring systems, and 
advancing implementation of ABAS alongside 
the SDGs.

The focus shifted from identifying foundational 
implementation constraints—including coordination, 
financing and statistical capacity (2018)—to addressing 
pandemic-related setbacks while strengthening 
resilience and institutional capacity (2022), and finally 
to accelerating implementation during the final years of 
the 2030 Agenda through improved financing, policy 
coherence, localization, digital monitoring systems and 
alignment with emerging frameworks such as ABAS 
(2026).

3. Changes over time

Across the three reporting cycles, Jamaica's VNRs show a gradual shift from establishing the foundations for SDG implementation to strengthening delivery and improving implementation quality. The 2018 VNR focuses on embedding the 
SDGs within existing national institutions and planning frameworks, while the 2022 review builds on those foundations by reinforcing governance arrangements and adapting implementation to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. By 2026, the emphasis moves beyond institutional strengthening toward improving how implementation is monitored, financed and coordinated in the final years of the 2030 Agenda.

Another notable trend is the growing sophistication of the reporting process. The first VNR establishes the country's institutional and statistical baseline, whereas subsequent reports place greater emphasis on monitoring systems, results-
based management and evidence to inform policy decisions. By the latest review, the VNR adopts a more analytical approach, using data not only to assess progress but also to identify implementation gaps, financing needs and priorities for 
acceleration.

The reports also reflect an expanding understanding of partnership and implementation. While stakeholder engagement is already prominent in the 2018 VNR, later reviews give increasing attention to localization, community-level 
implementation, private sector contributions and collaboration across sectors. At the same time, financing evolves from documenting available resources toward presenting a broader implementation framework that incorporates domestic 
resource mobilization, innovative financing mechanisms and the specific financing challenges facing Small Island Developing States.

Finally, Jamaica's reporting becomes increasingly forward-looking. Rather than revisiting institutional arrangements in each cycle, successive VNRs build on previous reviews, using them to assess remaining constraints and define priorities for 
the years ahead. By 2026, the VNR positions itself less as a stocktaking exercise and more as a roadmap for accelerating implementation, strengthening resilience and supporting delivery through the end of the 2030 Agenda.

4. Unique aspects by VNR

While several themes recur across the reporting cycle, each VNR also reflects the priorities and context of its particular moment. This section highlights the features that distinguish each report from the others, including methodological 
innovations, shifts in emphasis and issues that received particular attention in a given year.

Year Relevant feature

2018 As Jamaica's first VNR, the report establishes the country's SDG implementation architecture by integrating the 2030 Agenda into Vision 2030 Jamaica rather than creating a separate framework. It is also 
distinguished by dedicated Statistical and Development Partner Financing annexes, providing baseline assessments of SDG indicators and external financing for implementation.

2022 Produced in the context of COVID-19 recovery, the report shifts attention from establishing institutions to strengthening implementation. It places particular emphasis on resilience, localization and recovery, and 
is complemented by dedicated reports on the pandemic's impacts and the contribution of corporate social responsibility to SDG implementation.

2026
Jamaica's third VNR is the most implementation-oriented of the three. It places greater emphasis on accelerating progress toward 2030 through data governance, innovative financing, localization and 
resilience, while aligning implementation with the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS). It is also accompanied by a dedicated Private Sector Special Report, giving greater visibility to business 
contributions to the SDGs.

5. Key takeaways

- Jamaica's three VNRs follow a cumulative approach, with each report building on the previous one instead of redefining national SDG priorities or governance arrangements.
- The role of the VNR changes over time: the first review establishes the implementation framework, while later reports increasingly focus on evaluating implementation, responding to emerging challenges and identifying actions needed 
before 2030.
- The COVID-19 pandemic marks the main turning point in the reporting cycle, shifting attention toward resilience, recovery and institutional adaptation without altering the overall SDG framework.
- Data and monitoring become progressively more central to the reporting process, moving from establishing a statistical baseline to supporting implementation decisions and tracking progress more systematically.
- Financing discussions broaden considerably over time, reflecting Jamaica's growing emphasis on resilience, innovative financing and the specific constraints faced by Small Island Developing States.
- One distinctive feature of Jamaica's reporting is the use of complementary reports and annexes—covering statistics, financing, COVID-19 and the private sector—which progressively expand the evidence base supporting the VNRs."                                                

6. Acronyms and Abbreviations

ABAS Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS

MTF Medium-Term Socio-Economic Policy Framework

PIOJ Planning Institute of Jamaica

STATIN Statistical Institute of Jamaica

Vision 2030 Jamaica Jamaica's National Development Plan

7. HLPF 2026 VNR Presentation

Jamaica (7th meeting) High-Level Political Forum 2026

Presenter: H.E. Kamina Johnson Smith, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of Jamaica; followed by the Director General of the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ).

Time: 00:48:42

SDGs reviewed: 3, 4, 9 and 11

Field Jamaica – HLPF 2026

Main framing Jamaica presented its third VNR at what it called a “reflective moment,” combining a decade of SDG implementation with the immediate challenge of recovery and reconstruction following Hurricane Melissa. 
The central message was that Jamaica intends to continue accelerating sustainable development while building resilience as a SIDS exposed to increasingly severe external and climate-related shocks.

Main priorities The presentation foregrounded economic and fiscal resilience, human capital development, climate resilience, energy and infrastructure, and stronger institutions. Jamaica identified SDGs 3, 4, 9 and 11 as 
potential accelerators, arguing that their multiplier effects could help advance goals that are lagging or regressing.

Challenges
The government emphasized the scale of climate and disaster vulnerability facing Jamaica, particularly the cumulative impacts of Hurricanes Beryl and Melissa and increasing storm activity. It also pointed to 
declining development assistance, rising global interest rates, exposure to external trade and economic shocks, the middle-income trap, inequality, and financing systems that do not adequately account for 
SIDS vulnerability.

Evidence and participation
Jamaica cited national poverty, unemployment, debt, health, protected-area and disaster-loss figures to support its presentation, and referred to SDG targets and indicators being embedded in national 
monitoring and evaluation frameworks. It also described using analyses based on productive capacities and systems thinking to identify intervention points. Partners and stakeholders were mentioned primarily 
in relation to recovery, reconstruction and development financing; the oral presentation did not provide substantial detail on civil-society consultation or participation in preparing the VNR.

Priorities toward 2030 Jamaica emphasized accelerating implementation through policy coherence and prioritization, stronger institutions, macroeconomic stability, climate resilience, human capital development and investment in 
priority policy drivers. It also called for vulnerability-sensitive concessional finance and indicated that international partnerships will remain essential through 2030 and beyond.

Highlights
The presentation was unusually shaped by the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Melissa, with disaster recovery placed directly within the VNR narrative rather than treated as a separate issue. Jamaica also 
made a clear methodological choice to identify SDGs 3, 4, 9 and 11 as accelerators rather than simply discussing all goals equally. A third distinctive element was its explicit argument that the post-2030 
framework should learn from current implementation by providing clearer means of implementation, manageable statistical frameworks and early integration into national planning.

https://hlpf.un.org/countries/jamaica
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1k/k1kb0bohxi

